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your expected changes in fuel properties to those of current specifica-
tions (ASTM or other) for the fuels involved.

I would appreciate it if we could receive your response by November
18, 1977. This would give the panel a chance to review and summarize the
responses prior to its meeting in early December.  I recognize that we
are asking you to spend some time essentially peering into your crystal
ball. However, I expect that it will turn out to be time well spent if
we can get our nation started on the right track toward generating the
best fuels for transportation's use in the next century.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

John 0. Berga
Executive Director

JOB/vs
Attachments

Attachment to letter:

STATEMENT OF TASK

Panel on R&D Needs in Refining Coal and Shale Liquids

The objective of this contract is to define the research and develop-
ment needs in refining coal and shale liquids to a product slate empha-
sizing transportation fuels and other distillable fuels.

Survey the program currently underway on processing techniques appli-
cable to coal and shale upgrading.  Programs are currently supported by
ERDA, Department of Defense, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI)
and industry.

With the results of the above, define the areas in coal and shale
liquids refining and upgrading where research would be desirable from a
benefit to cost standpoint and from the standpoint of national needs.